


LINDEN NEW ART ACKNOWLEDGES THE TRADITIONAL
OWNERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH WE OPERATE, THE
BUNURONG BOON WURRUNG PEOPLE OF THE KULIN
NATION AND PAY OUR RESPECT TO THEIR ELDERS PAST,
PRESENT AND FUTURE.

COVER IMAGE > Johnathon World Peace Bush, Everything that came before makes the present, installation view, 2023. Photograph: Simon Strong.
IMAGE ABOVE > Abdul-Rahman Abdullah installing I'm your treasure at Linden New Art, 2023. Phatograph: Shelley Xue.
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ABOUT US

Linden New Art, established in
1986, is a public gallery located

in the Melbourne suburb of

St Kilda. Our visionisto be a
leading mid-size contemporary
art space. Our mission is to be a
conversation-driven organisation
championing bold new ideas. With
a focus on mid-career artists,

we pursue inclusive, thought-
provoking programs, creating new
experiences & engagement through
contemporary art. We embrace
different ways of experiencing
and seeing the world and oneself,
and provide opportunities to
learn, debate and explore through
contemporary art.

Our core activity is defined by three
aspects: exhibitions, public and
education programs, and knowledge
generation. Exhibitions are uniquely
focussed on supporting mid-

career artists and consist of solo
exhibitions, often of new work, and
thematic exhibition, which engage
with the big issues of our time.
Exhibitions are supported by multi-
faceted public and educational
programs, and the generation

of online essays and exhibitions
publications, targeted towards
diverse audiences.

IMAGE > Linden New Art. Photograph: Shelley Xue.
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Photograph: Shelley Xue.

CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

| am pleased to present this report for 2023, my
last as Chairperson. It has been an honour and
a pleasure to serve with such a committed and
expert Board.

In 2023 we paid a fond farewell to board
members Biheng Zhang, Owen Craven and
Deputy Mayor Louise Crawford, and welcomed
new board members Dr Meena Thuraisingham,
David Hagger and Councillor Tim Baxter.

This was the first full year under the leadership
of our new CEQ and Director Dr Vincent Alessi,
which has seen Linden achieve success with

a full program of high-quality Main Gallery
exhibitions, and an exciting and impactful series
of Linden Projects shows. It has been a year

of exciting curatorial innovation, along with
broadened community impact through engaging
programming and events.

A highlight in 2023 was the refresh of the long-
running and much-loved Linden Postcard Show,
which saw an opening up to different formats,
including 3D works, new modes of outreach
through community engagement including

with the Yirrkala Bilingual School in North East
Arnhem Land, and a stunning new approach to
hanging the works that perfectly showcased the
Linden gallery spaces.

A major achievement this year was the launch
of the JUNCTURE Art Prize, designed to support
two mid-career artists to develop brave new
work. This year the prizes were awarded to
two outstanding mid-career artists Shivanjani
Lal and Vittoria Di Stefano. Their beautiful solo
exhibitions will open on 1June 2024.

N

To align with the Linden New Art strategy as
developed by the Director and Board, a staff
restructure was implemented, which saw Liam
James appointed as Deputy Director and other
positions aligned with the future direction of
the organisation.

On behalf of the Board, thanks to our excellent
Linden team and volunteers, our wonderful
donors, the City of Port Phillip and our many
corporate partners.

My thanks to the Linden Board for their untiring
contributions. | am very proud of all Linden’s
achievements and excited about the future.

Paul Duldig
Chairperson
May 2024
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IMAGE > CEQ + Director Dr. Vincent Alessi and artist Johnathon World Peace Bush at the opening of
Everything that came before makes the present, 2023, Linden New Art. Photograph: Shelley Xue.

IMAGE > Ruth Hoflich in her studio, 2021. Photograph: Theresa Harrison Photography.

DIRECTOR'S REPORT
—

After years of interruptions due to the pandemic
and associated city lockdowns, and the departure
of Lindens long-standing Director, Melinda Martin
in mid 2022, 2023 was a year of stability for the
organisation. It was also my first full year as
Director + CEQ, a period where | have had the
opportunity to learn more about the institution and
plan our future direction across all facets of the
business. This has included implementing curatorial
changes to our programming, which will be fully
realised in the years ahead, and more expansive
public programming, aimed at multiple audiences.

The year began with the continuation of the popular
Linden Postcard Show, (opened in December 2022)
which was partnered with Michael Kluge’s moving
exhibition Left Behind. A past Postcard Show winner,
Klugess quiet exhibition, ruminated on memory
through the lens of grief. A counterpoint to the
relaxed and joyful nature of the Postcard Show, it
highlighted the breadth of interest and subjects that
have defined the yearly Postcard exhibition.

The exhibition programming continued its focus
on presenting the work of mid-career artist. Three
concurrent exhibitions - Nell: Old New Wave,

Kate Just: Self Care Action Series, and Abdul-
Rahman Abdullah: Journeys - opened the year's
programming. This was followed by the first
institutional exhibition of Tiwi artist, Johnathon
World Peace Bush. The exhibition, Everything

that came before makes the present, signalled the
direction of Linden's renewed curatorial model. It
was the first building-wide solo exhibition in well
over a decade and included the first of Linden's
publications; an exhibition catalogue consisting of
multiple essays and images of individual works and
the unique exhibition installation. This building-

wide approach and the publication of catalogues
will become the core of our future programming,
allowing for deeper engagement with the work of a
single artist or curatorial theme.

2023 saw the presentation of the second in situ
Design Fringe exhibition, titled, Speculation: Eight
Billion Little Utopias. The exhibition, showcased
across all of Linden's main gallery spaces, invited
Australian designers to reimagine our societies,
communities, politics and ideals, to be catalysts

for conversations on alternative visions through

the breadth of design practice. The curatorial
provocation engaged with the contemporary idea of
speculative design, locating the exhibition in current
debates on throw-away consumption logics, climate
change and the pressure of modern-day lifestyles.

In 2023, the Linden Projects Space continued

to grow in reputation. Over 40 applications,

from across the country, were received for 9
exhibition opportunities, indicating the space’s
growing reputation. The final program included a
diversity of practice approaches, with a focus on
experimentation and engagement with important
social and cultural debates. The success of the
Projects Space is also demonstrated in the dramatic
rise in visitation, with a 30% increase from the
previous year.

After a successful fundraising campaign in 2022,
Linden launched its new art prize for mid-career
artists. JUNCTURE is a uniquely targeted prize and
supports two artists with a $20,000 cash prize and
an exhibition of new work at Linden in 2024. The
use of the prize money is determined by the artist
to assist the development and furthering of their
artistic practice. It can be used for travel, research,




production, or any other aspect which allows
artists to explore new approaches in their work,
realise ambitious projects and test new ideas. The
inaugural winners were Shivanjani Lal and Vittoria
Di Stefani, who will both present solo exhibitions at
Linden beginning inJune 2024.

Part of our strategy is to ensure that we are vital
and relevant to our communities. A key aspect in
achieving this is our public programming. It needs to
be engaging, educational, diverse and open. In 2023
we introduced several new programs and built on
existing ones to meet this ambition. We launched
our first multi-week Summer program, delivered in
partnership with our beverage partner, The Gospel
Whisky, and with support from a City of Port Phillip
Love My Place grant. Over five Sundays we opened
our gardens up for people to enjoy live music and
bespoke whiskey cocktails. It was pleasing to have
many of neighbours engaging with Linden in this
way, a vital step in ensuring that they see Linden
as their gallery. We built on our equity and access
programs, delivering tailored programs for families,
teenagers, and adults with the mental health
concerns. For many of the participants it was their
first engagement with Linden and a contemporary
art space. We look forward to building on this, for
those who may not visit a gallery without these
opportunities. We also introduced exhibition-long
family activities for every exhibition. This is a key
aspect of engaging audiences for longer, creating a
space for making, learning and sharing ideas, and
developing a sense of community.

Due to the great work achieved by Linden’s
Executive and Board in the proceeding years, the
institution remained strongly positioned, financially
and reputationally, to begin its next journey of
growth and evolution. Linden is ideally placed to
become bolder in its programming, challenging
curatorial and public program models, as it embarks

on its mission to be recognised as a leading mid-size
contemporary art space on a national scale.

This ambition and approach can only be achieved
through the support of sponsors and donors, and
matched by our multi-year funders. We thank our
core funder, the City of Port Phillip, whose long-term
commitment to Linden provides the foundation

to do what we do and to continue to succeed

and prosper. This is supported by The Victorian
Government through Creative Victoria whose
multi-year funding is integral to our sustainability,
and makes it possible for us to be ambitious and
engaged at all levels with our communities. Their
support and advice have been integral, and |

look forward to our continued relationship and
partnership as we strive to make art available and
accessible to the broadest audience.

We remain always grateful to the ongoing support
of our Donors, Linden Contemporary members,
and Philanthropic Trusts and Foundations,

whose support throughout the year has enabled
us to realise new ideas and projects, expand

our exhibition outcomes, and to also maintain

key elements of what we have been doing so
successfully for many years.

Linden has a committed and engaged team who
ensures that we deliver exciting exhibitions and
programs. My thanks to the entire team for their
ongoing hard work and dedication, and for buying
in to our expanded vision and future direction. My
thanks to the Linden Board who continue to provide
the organisation and myself with incredible support
and guidance.

Arter a full year as Director, | am now even more
excited about the possibilities of what lies ahead.
Linden has an amazing history of being a vital
institution in Melbourne for almost 40 years. It is a

privilege to lead it on the course we have set in the
short, mid and long term. We are well-placed and
ready to be known for our risk-taking, innovation
and experimentation, supporting artists and bringing
our audiences on the journey of engaging with and
learning about Australian contemporary art.

Dr Vincent Alessi
CEO + Director
May 2024
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IMAGE > Linden Contemporaries Event: Jan van Schaik's Private Co/c




THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

JODI DOWLER > NATALIE YU > VINCENT ALESSI > ALAN FRIDAY >
ANN BYRNE > DAVID HAGGER > HELEN NICOLAY > EVELYNNE NEW
> ANDREA FRANK > LILY HAVAKIS > JOSEPH MCKEOWN > TARA
SCHYER > LENA LINDBLAD > PAUL DULDIG > DAVID PICKSTONE

THANK YOU TO OUR
LINDEN CONTEMPORARIES

VIVIENNE CORCORAN > PAUL DULDIG > CATHERINE FRIDAY
> NORMAN ROSENBLATT > GEOFFREY CONAGHAN > MEENA
THURAISINGHAM > JANE HEMSTRITCH > KRISTINA KYRIAKIDES
> ANN BYRNE > DI ERLICHMAN > CATHERINE EASTON > JARRAD
MARTYN > GILL COLEMAN > LYN JOHNSON > KATE STEWART >
VINCENT ALESSI > LEIGH ANDREW THOMAS JOHNS > DEBORAH
STAHLE > ANDREA FRANK > DAVID HAGGER > MITTY WILLIAMS >
SUSAN NATHAN
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IMAGE > Linden Contemporaries Event: Australian Tapestry Workshop Private Tour, 2023. Photograph: Shelley Xue.




THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

BRIDIE DUNCAN > HEATHER MACDONALD > KELLY LE >XIYU
CHEN (CINDY) > SIQI XU (ESTELLA) > GILLIAN DUNCAN > YING
XU (YONA) > CINDA MANINS > LARA TEES > ALLIE DOMENICA
> FIONA CLARKE > ANITA KWONG > YUJI ZOU (SUNNY) > DI
ERLICHMAN > DAMIAN HENLEY > OLIVIA COCHRANE > JINGYAQ
TAN (URSULA) > ZOE TRIPOVICH > CAITLIN GOLDING > SKYLAR
WANG > MONICA AZAHAK > TEHILLAH NISELOW > TONI WALLIS
> PHOEBE LI > CHLOE NOLAN > TIANQI HUA (TINKY) > DIANA
HUGGINS > MICHELLE EMBLEY > MEGAN DANGELQ > NATALIE YU
> WILLIAM ELDER




THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS ST £

KEY FUNDER > CITY OF PORT PHILLIP

GOVERNMENT
SUPPORTER

GOVERNMENT FUNDER > CREATIVE VICTORIA

PROJECT PARTNERS > HELEN MACPHERSON TRUST > PALAIS

THEATRE COMMUNITY FUND > ROBERT SALZER FOUNDATION ROIECT PARTNERS
> ELWOOD COMMUNITY BANK > ECKERSLEY'S ART AND CRAFT

> FRAMES NOW > PORT PHILLIP ROTARY CLUB > SEARLE X -
WALDRON ARCHITECTURE > THIS WEEK IN ST KILDA > ACLAND T

Bendigo Bank

STREET VILLAGE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION > FITZRQY STREET

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION > HELPMANN ACADEMY > THE ALFRED SIREETE.
HOSPITAL > BETTER HEALTH NETWORK

MEDIA PARTNER > PLAKKIT

BEVERAGE PARTNERS > THE GOSPEL WHISKEY > MOMENTO MORI MEDIA PARTNER
WINES > YOUNG BLOOD BEER

BEVERAGE THE
PARTNERS GOSPEL
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STATISTICS

605

18

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS

EXHIBITIONS PRESENTED

13,375

58,614

EXHIBITION VISITORS

WEBSITE ENGAGEMENT

b3

3,021

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
DELIVERED

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
PARTICIPANTS

3

10,/02

PUBLICATIONS

EDM SUBSCRIBERS

11,100

5,956

INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS
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Photographs > Leanie Leivenzan > Shelley Xue
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LEONIE LEIVENZON

Unremembered Histories
12.01.23>12.02.23

Unremembered Histories by Leonie Leivenzon,
whose practice involves collecting abandoned
imagery such as VHS tapes, slides, and
photographic prints, and merging them with
household objects and other familiar forms
posed questions about the nature of photographs
and memory. Removed from their original
context and transformed into furnishings within
an installation environment, Leivenzon’s creative
process of gathering, manipulating and recycling
lost pictures breathed new life and meaning into

the images, each representing a moment rescued
from the amnesia of time’s relentless advance.

Visitors: 741

Opening attendance: 65

Event attendance: 14

Exhibition website page visits: 127
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SYDELLE MULLEN

My Womb: A Public Space
16.02.23>19.03.23

Sydelle Mullen's exhibition My Womb: A Public
Space, transformed Linden Projects Space into a

symbolic recreation of a womb-like environment,

complete with biomorphic eggs punctured

by coat hangers, cobweb-like crochet draped
throughout the space, illuminated by a video

of internal bodily footage recorded using a
specialist medical camera. The work was both
comforting and confronting, which engaged with
social issues around gender, reproductive rights,
and the politics of the body.

Sydelle Mullen was the 2022 winner of Linden
New Art Helpmann Academy Prize, awarded to a
recent South Australian graduate.

Visitors: 252
Opening attendance: 5
Exhibition website page visits: 160




Photographs > Simon Strong > Liam James
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NELL

OLD NEW WAVE
18.03.23 > 14.06.23

Nell's artistic practice is multifaceted and
interdisciplinary, spanning across painting,
sculpture, performance, installation, video,
wearables, collaborations, community projects
and public art. Underpinning all her work is an
exploration of the thresholds of binary opposites
such as the ancient and contemporary, individual
and communal, feminine and masculine, and
sacred and profane. From an Australian vantage
point, she uses the language of art history,
popular music and spiritual traditions to amplify
the tensions and differences between these

binary positions to create new objects and rituals.

Old New Wave was an exhibition at both the edge
and the centre. Utilising a range of sculptural

mediums, Nell prompted the audience to consider
the nuanced and difficult places where binaries
careen, overlap and interfold. The work was
firmly framed within St. Kilda's physical past,
specifically the 80's punk scene, and its physical
landscape, specifically the ocean and its waves.
Both aspects lap together tumbling amongst the
questioning greys creating a new and old place
for reflection and action.

Visitors: 2,073

Opening attendance: 200

Event attendance: 177

Exhibition website page visits: 1,090
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KATE JUST

Self Care Action Series
18.03.23 > 14.06.23

Kate Just is an American born, Australian feminist
artist best known for her inventive and political
use of knitting. Through the deployment of
traditional craft forms, such as knitting and
sewing, Just questions histories of female

and queer representation through the lens of
subjective experience. Always autobiographical,
her solo work and socially engaged collaborative
projects explore ideas of feminist conceptions of
the body, memories of gender and family, and the
power of craft to elicit social change.

In this new body of work, Self Care Action Series,
forty brightly coloured, hand-knitted panels
beared text relating to self-care actions. The

to a build-up of exhaustion and frustration, Just
began to formulate texts/actions for herself - to
sustain and care for oneself - in difficult times.
Though initially made to consider how artists and
activists can build emotional resilience to be able
to continue doing the work they do, the series
was further shaped and informed by personal
struggle and grief, including the death of Just's
dearly loved father.

The series was one of positivity and hope, each

a simple prompt that Just considers crucial for
her own emotional survival and resilience and an
invitation to others to imagine how they might
prioritise caring for themselves.

==

series arose from the artist’s lived experience as
a queer woman, an artist, a teacher, advocate,
activist, and parent who dedicates a lot of time
working in artworld and real-world contexts to
generate social and politic change. In response

S
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—
e
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Visitors: 2,073

Opening attendance: 200

Event attendance: 177

Exhibition website page visits: 1,273
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Photographs > Simon Strong
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Photographs > Simon Strong

ABDUL-RAHMAN ABDULLAH

Journeys
18.03.23 > 14.06.23

Abdul-Rahman Abdullah works primarily in
sculpture and installation. His work explores the
intersections of identity, culture and the natural
world and reflects on his multi-cultural identity,
personal history and Islamic faith.

In this exhibition, Abdullah presented a suite

of three works ruminating on passages of life,
each offering a glimpse of the magical in the
everyday. Beautifully and realistically carved,
these sculptures were beautiful and calming,
inviting closer observation. A camel, tethered to
a perfect circle of rope, sat serenely waiting for
our approach. A winged horse, reposed on a bed
of white rose petals, looked over its shoulder,
calmly expecting our advance. A coiled black
snake raised its head towards a chandelier,
accepting of our shared interest.

Each work, skilfully sculpted, was conceptually
informed by an Islamic Hadith, a statement
attributed to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
which serve as a source of guidance for Muslims
in their daily lives. Abdullah is attracted to
these hadiths due to their often-cryptic nature,
openness to interpretation and their function

in helping to make sense of the world in which
we live. They are ideal for the artist to illustrate
many of the ideas which inform his work,
including the acceptance that belief and truth are
not always the same thing and that such tension
keeps us questioning.

Visitors: 2,073

Opening attendance: 200

Event attendance: 177

Exhibition website page visits: 1,203




IMAGES > Mariya Alipieva, A building on fire, 2022. Porcelain, lacquered aluminium and stainless steel wire, 21 x 26 x 125 cm.
Image courtesy of the artist. > Ayman Kaake, Wind on my veil, installation view, 2023, video, 2 min. Photograph: Karl Halliday.
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THE ESCAPE

Curated by Anna Garcia Solana
23.03.23 > 23.04.23

The Escape was curated by Anna Garcia Solana
and featured the creative practices of ten artists
from Australia and Europe, whose work, whilst
diverse in attitude and form, shares the symbolic
subject of the fire escape. Drawing upon each
artist’s unigue interpretative response to the

theme, The Escape harnessed the transformative Visitors: 280

process of meaning-making through the language Opening attendance: 75

of art. Exhibition website page visits: 160
Page 35



Photographs > Shelley Xue

SARAH TRACTON

Sound is llluminated
04.05.23 > 28.05.23

Sound is llluminated was the latest body of
handcrafted porcelain lightworks by local
artist and designer Sarah Tracton. Floating
weightlessly throughout the space, the gentle
glow of Tracton's pendant lights distilled the
velvety warmth of dusk, disrupting the cool
container of the gallery’s white cube. Closer
inspection revealed gilded fissures that shatter
the porcelain into mosaics of organic shapes, its
form the beautiful result of an artful Japanese
technique employed by Tracton known as

kintsugi. The pendants were powered and
suspended by minimalistic frame structures of
near-invisible slimline wires, thus eliminating
visible cables and creating a mysterious
buoyancy.

Visitors: 306

Opening attendance: 30

Event attendance: 14

Exhibition website page visits: 143




BELINDA PIGGOT

All that Twinkles
01.06.23 > 02.07.23

Belinda Piggot’s All that Twinkles explored our

place in the cosmos and how we are connected

across time and space, transcending boundaries

of human culture and history. An immersive

installation, the exhibition consistent of wire

structures containing small objects floating Visitors: 378

in space, providing an experience of floating Opening attendance: 21

planets and space junk which populate our Event attendance: 14
immediate galaxy. Exhibition website page visits: 238

Photographs > Shelley Xue




Photographs > Simon Strong > Shelley Xue
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JOHNATHON WORLD PEACE BUSH

Everything that came before makes the present
17.06.23 > 10.09.23

Everything that came before makes the present
was the first institutional solo exhibition by Tiwi
artist Johnathon World Peace Bush. Bringing
together fifteen major works, the exhibition
explored Bush's interest in global politics,
family, and cultural heritage through the lens of
three key themes, Religion, Colonial Crimes and
Indigenous Culture.

Bush's works are defined by his layering of
figurative elements, often sourced from Western
art history, religious iconography and images of
political figureheads, over cultural mark-making

that reflects Jilamara, Tiwi body paint designs.
This unique amalgamation of imagery addresses
the impacts of colonialism and the missionaries
on Tiwi culture and Bush's connection to
community, and acknowledgement of the diverse
cultural influences that shape his life and that of
his community.

Visitors: 1,792

Opening attendance: 80

Event attendance: 228

Exhibition website page visits: 1,464

Page #1



MATERIAL REMAINS

Curated by Mia Palmer-Verevis, 1zzy Baker and Freddie Wright
06.07.23 > 06.08.23

Material Remains was a curated exhibition
featuring the work of five local artists - Shannon
Slee, Isabella Darcy, Rebecca Diele, Casey Jeffery
and Madeleine Joy Dawes - alongside two works
from the City of Port Phillip, one by Martin
Kantor and one by Sarah crowEST. It explored
the socio-historical, archival and formal threads
of fabric. It opened with Martin Kantor's 1986
photograph of the Victorian Tapestry Workshop
and ended with three works that look like fabric,
but were in fact drawings, paintings and stitched
paper. In moving from local history to total
abstraction, the slipperiness of fabric emerged: it
is embedded in community; a carrier of identity

and memory; and substrate that in art, eludes
capture.

Visitors: 403

Opening attendance; 85

Event attendance: 11

Exhibition website page visits: 333
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LUCINDA STRAHAN

a rather gross materialism / completed her relapse into
irritability / The Webbs’ Australian Diary 1898: cut and erased

10.08.23 > 10.08.23

In a rather gross materialism / completed her
relapse into irritability / The Webbs' Australian
Diary 1898: cut and erased, writer and researcher
Lucinda Strahan presented a suite of posters,
each a collage pairing image and text extracted
from the colonial record The Webbs' Australian
Diary 1898.

For Strahan, the Webb's Diary, which draws upon
the colonial legacy of local histories, provides

a container to come to terms with her position
and experience as a ‘well-to-do’ settler Australian
woman. Through the playful process of what

she calls "poetic erasure” Strahan reinterpreted

the source text through a series of cunning
redactions that remake, reimagine and subvert
the subjectivities and cultural narratives of the
Webb's Diary.

Visitors: 447

Opening attendance: 41

Event attendance: 41

Exhibition website page visits: 333
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GRAHAM MILLER

Playing the Man
14.09.23> 1510.23

L Childhood memories are the trigger for Graham
Miller's series Playing the Man. The playful and
humorous images are a celebration of football
and a wistful look at the past. Referencing
bubble gum footy cards from the 1970's and 80's,
and press images, including Rennie Ellis's iconic

image of Robbie McGhie, Miller recreates himself Visitors: 717
as boyhood football heroes to explore issues of Opening attendance: 50
masculinity, identity, and cultural difference. Exhibition website page visits: 362

‘,m ,e
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DESIGN FRINGE

Speculation: Eight Billion Little Utopias
23.09.23 > 2611.23

The 2023 Design Fringe provocation invited
Australian designers to reimagine our societies,
communities, politics and ideals, to be catalysts
for conversations on alternative visions
through the breadth of design practice. The
exhibition brought together works that were
speculative in its fullest interpretation: through
materials, methodologies, approaches, and

an understanding of what constitutes design
and how it can be a source of vision. Works
were poetic, critical and progressive, engaging
with the big issues of our time, critiquing and
encouraging conversations and inspired visitors
to imagine new utopias.

Speculation: Eight Billion Little Utopias didn't
provide answers but rather raised questions. It
didn’t seek singularity but instead multiplicity.

[t was not only about the viable but rather the
unimaginable possible. It didn't define the future,
it helped imagine alternatives. It did not pose

to be a solution, not a “better way’, just another
way, a catalyst for social dreaming.

Visitors: 1,992

Opening attendance: 227

Event attendance: 370

Exhibition website page visits: 1,681
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CHARLOTTE WATSON

Moral Stranger
1910.23 > 1911.23

For Moral Stranger, Charlotte Watson created

an installation that explored the complexities
around crime. Drawing from a theoretical

term used for offenders, Moral Stranger pitted
individual morals against social ethics, exposing
the grey area that surfaces when choices are
made at the expense of another.

Moral Stranger was a temporal piece, drawing
from both the public and personal. Surrounded
by remarks made by lawyers and reporters,
life-size deer formed from unfired clay cracked
as the story of a hunt unfolded. The deer
quietly decayed over time, portraying the
fragmentation and disintegration that happens
after truths are revealed.

Growing up in southern Aotearoa, Watson
explores Pakeha cultural norms. In its attempt
to answer the inevitable ‘why’ left behind after
a crime, Moral Stranger pointed us toward the
hierarchy of (in)justice. Ambiguous yet piercing,
the exhibition left the audience to question who
is heard, and who is spoken for.

Visitors: 559

Opening attendance: 86

Event attendance: 12

Exhibition website page visits: 219




ELISE CAKEBREAD

Gathering Dust
2311.23 > 2312.23

Elise Cakebread is a textile-based artist,
craftsperson, and designer whose practice
explores materiality, tactility, sustainability,

and the ornamental through experiments with
traditional textile processes, giving life to work
that spans sculpture, installation, and decoration.

Colloquially, to be gathering dust means to
remain unused, left behind, untouched for a
long period of time. Gathering dust implies

an inertia, a dormancy, typically within the
domestic household. Taken literally, it suggests
a foreboding force, gaining momentum,
reminiscent of those ominous dust storms that

have become increasingly frequent in desert
regions as the climate emergency escalates.
Cakebread's exhibition ruminated on these ideas,
exploring the fragility of beings, the passing

of time, disillusionment, disappointment, and
death. Ultimately, dust reminds us of the humble
nothingness from which we were once formed
and inevitably will return to.

Visitors: 457

Opening attendance: 112

Event attendance: 5

Exhibition website page visits: 271
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Photographs > Simon Strong
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LINDEN POSTCARD SHOW

2023-24
10.12.23 > 11.02.24

The Linden Postcard Show, now into its 33rd
year, provides a unique opportunity for artists at
all levels to celebrate creativity, and showcase
their work to a large and eager audience. Itisa
celebration of our diverse, complex, and vibrant
artistic community.

In 2023 several changes were implemented. Size
of two-dimensional works was increased, and
both three-dimensional and most forms of A/V
works were accepted. The exhibition included
529 artists who presented 1,027 artworks.

Visitors: 2,699
Opening attendance: 700
Exhibition website page visits: 6,864
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FOYER EXHIBITION PROGRAM

CALEB SHEA
1012.23 > 11.02.24

Since the beginning of his career, Caleb Shea

has been compelled to respond to the scale and
presence of the human form, choosing to work
within parameters that are relatable to the
human body. Exercising this to its threshold,

the works presented at Linden, Untitled (Butter
Yellow) and Untitled (Chocolate Black) take court
at the precipice of these limitations, where
fuller forms introduce a new monumentality and
presence in relation to the human figure. They
are the artist’s most ambitious and monumental
works to date and best represent his practice and
current direction.

The Foyer Exhibition Program continues Linden’s
commitment to exhibit the best of contemporary
art by leading Australian artists The program will
convert the foyer into an additional exhibition
gallery, transformed periodically by works that
engage with the space and architecture.

Visitors: 2,699
Opening attendance: 700
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT REPORT

In 2023, Linden New Art had an exhilarating
year, marked by significant strides in our public
program initiatives. This year was marked by
an increased focus on community outreach, the
strengthening of partnerships with like-minded
organisations, and the introduction of new,
engaging, and educational program series.

We ventured into an ambitious restructuring of
our public programs, launching Linden Creates,
Linden Plays, and Linden Learns. These initiatives
encompassed a series of masterclasses and
term-long programs in drawing and photography,
kids and family-oriented workshops, and a

series of exhibition-related lectures and talks,
respectively.

Among the exciting new additions to our annual
roster of events were Gospel Sundays and

Brave Young Artists > Holiday Program. The
holiday program, in particular, underscored our
commitment to developing free, accessible, and
engaging programs for children, receiving heart-
warming feedback from parents and carers.

2023 also saw the introduction of exhibition-long
activities inspired by our current exhibitions.
These activities offered a creative outlet for
every visitor, inviting them to reflect and engage
with the art in a personal and meaningful way.

Our ongoing cooperation with like-minded
organisations like ArtsBus, Melbourne Fringe, and
Better Health Network continued and resulted in
delivering a diverse array of public programs and
events that catered to various communities.

The year 2023 was a tapestry of exciting,
thought-provoking, and engaging events and

public programs. We are immensely proud of
our achievements and the strides we have
made in bringing art and culture closer to our
community. This journey would not have been
possible without the unwavering dedication
and commitment of our staff, partners, and
supporters.

Special thanks are due to our generous sponsors:
the Elwood Community Bank, Gospel Whiskey,
Palais Theatre, and the Robert Salzer Foundation.
Their support has been pivotal in allowing us

to offer such a diverse range of engagement
activities.

As we look back on a year filled with success and
forward to continuing our mission, we are filled
with gratitude and excitement. The enthusiasm
and dedication of everyone involved with Linden

New Art has been the cornerstone of our success,

and we eagerly anticipate building on this
foundation in the years to come.

Keir Semenov
Education & Public Programs Coordinator
April 2024

IMAGE > Brave Young Artists Holiday Prog




2023 PUBLIC PROGRAMS OVERVIEW

JANUARY

Meet the Artist > Michael Kluge
Saturday 21January 2023

Gospel Sundays
Every Sunday from 15 January to 5
February 2023

In Conversation > Leonie Leivenzon
and Bea Rubio-Gabriel
Saturday 28 January 2023

MARCH

In Conversation > Kate Just, Nell,
Abdul-Rahman Abdullah
Saturday 18 March 2023

Meet the Artist > Sydelle Mullen
Sunday 19 March 2023

APRIL

Linden Plays > Making Ghost Wind
Chimes
Saturday 1 April 2023

“Facilitators were friendly and great.

Liked how it was short/not a huge
time commitment on the weekend,
and at a convenient time. My child
really enjoyed it and enjoyed the
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ability to be creative with some
direction.”

“We loves the range of materials
provides as well as the idea itself.”

Meet the Artist > Abdul-Rahman
Abdullah
Sunday 2 April 2023

Meet the Artist > The Escape
Sunday 16 April 2023

Brave New Artists > Holiday Program
Tuesday 18 April - Saturday 22 April
2023

“My child says it's amazing that

they were encouraged to express
themselves instead of following strict
instructions like in some art schools.”

“My daughter was motivated to
participate every day, she was
engaged with this program.”

“My child was extremely inspired and
said that, when she came home from
the fibre arts afternoon that “her brain
wouldn't stop flickering with millions
of tiny lightbulbs of ideas.”

“Great opportunity for young children
to see how a gallery works and also
work as a team to take part ina
unique experience (exhibition).”

.

‘ &
IMAGE > Textile Tour, Design Fringe 2023, Linden New Art. Photograph: Shelle: _
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“What a great program—amazing that
it was free over so many hours and
days!! Loved that at the end of the
program, children’s family got to be
involved by attending the exhibition.
It was also great to have my child
interact with children who may not go
to the same school but are likely in the
local community.”

MAY

Linden Creates > Basket Weaving
Masterclass with Helen Philipp
Saturday 6 May 2023

Knitting Circle with Kate Just
Saturday 20 May 2023

“It was a lovely experience to be
amongst people again after the
isolation of Covid left me a bit
uninspired.”

Linden Plays > Sculpting Magical
Animals
Saturday 20 May 2023

“It was wonderful and incredible that
it's free of charge.”

Meet the Artist > Sarah Tracton
Sunday 21 May 2023
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JUNE

Meet the Artist > Nell
Sunday 4 June 2023

Meet the Artist > Belinda Piggott
Sunday 4 June 2023

Meet the Artist > Johnathon World
Peace Bush
Saturday 17 June 2023

JULY

Linden Plays > Wurruck Yambo
Workshop
Saturday 8July 2023

“These activities are a really great
idea to get children engaged with
nature and creativity. Thank you.”

“It was such a great event! Both me
and my three year old loved it

Linden Learns > Tiwi Art and Culture
with Judith Ryan AM
Saturday 15 July 2023

Linden Creates > Textile Assemblage
with Shannon Slee
Saturday 15 July 2023

Linden Creates > Printmaking
Masterclass
Saturday 22 July 2023

“I really enjoyed the experimental
aspect of this workshop. There was no
pressure and the use what you've got
experimental aspect of the workshop
appealed to me. I'm interested in more
workshops at Linden. Also affordable
in this tough economic climate.”

“Great to learn new techniques and
about materials.”

“It was really well run to time,
innovative and friendly.

Linden Creates > Foundational
Drawing Program

Every Tuesday from 25 July to 29
August 2023

“The program was engaging, fun and
very informative. I really felt that my
drawing skills improved dramatically.”

“l absolutely loved this drawing
course and especially love the
Teacher Juan - | have done mini mini
out courses and in this one I felt like
I actually learnt something and |
improved so much every week!!”
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Design Fringe > Artist Speakeasy
Saturday 29 July 2023

AUGUST

Teen Art Workshop Project
Every Monday from 7 August to 25
September 2023

“Hope it runs again, very inspiring.”

Curator's Tour
Sunday 13 August 2023

Linden Plays > Making Native Bee
Hotels
Saturday 26 August 2023

“Loved the event, used great
materials, and enjoyed how it could
help the environment/community in
a small way (by providing homes to
bees!)”

SEPTEMBER

Curator's Tour
Saturday 2 September 2023

Walking Tour with Lucinda Strahan
Sunday 3 September 2023



In Conversation > Linden's Writers in
Residence
Sunday 3 September 2023

Meet the Artist > Graham Miller
Sunday 17 September 2023

Brave Young Artists > Holiday Program
Monday 25 September - Friday 29
September 2023

“It was truly brilliant. The organisers
and convenor did a fantastic job.
Thank you"”

“l liked that the program gave the
children the agency to create an
exhibition for a public audience. My
child seemed to enjoy every aspect of
the program.”

Linden Creates > Contemporary
Photography & The Photobook
Every Tuesday from 26 September
2023

“Great workshop in a small group run
at a convenient time. | was greatly
inspired by the people I've met, and
the workshop facilitator. Look forward
to catching up again.”

OCTOBER

Keynote Talk > Designing Our Utopian
Futures
Saturday 7 October 2023

Design Fringe > Tactile Tour
Wednesday 11 October 2023

Design Fringe > Meet the Designers
Sunday 15 October 2023

In Conversation > Possible, Probable
and Preferable Futures
Saturday 21 October 2023

Linden Plays > Halloween Kids Party
Saturday 28 October 2023

“Lots of fun in this activity! Thank
you.”

NOVEMBER
Meet the Artist > Charlotte Watson
Saturday 11 November 2023

Welcome to Summer Party
Friday 24 November 2023

DECEMBER

Meet the Artist > Elise Cakebread
Sunday 3 December 2023

WMAGE >Knitting Eirrflle with Kate Just, 2023, Linden New Art. Photograph: Shelley
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PAUL DULDIG

Chairperson

Paul is Chief Executive Officer at State Library
Victoria. A graduate of Columbia University

New York, The University of Adelaide and the
Australian Institute of Company Directors,

Paul has extensive experience in leadership,
governance, service delivery and change
management. He also has studied Art History

at Masters level and is developing an emerging
visual art practice. As CEO Paul has responsibility
amongst other things for the substantial art
collection of the Library, and exhibitions of the
State Collection. Paul is also a board member of
Art Monthly Australasia and a past board member
of the Australian Dance Theatre.

OWEN CRAVEN

Deputy Chairperson until May 2023

Owen is Director of New Business and a Senior
Curator with global public art and design firm,
UAP. Owen leads the New Business Team in
Australia and works closely with artists and
commissioning bodies as they create artworks in
response to specific projects and places. He has
extensive experience in the visual arts sector
and understands the importance of working
through the creative process collaboratively

in order to help artists realise their creative
vision. Immediately prior to joining UAP, he
was the Editor of Artist Profile and Art Almanac
magazines. Owen joined the Board of Linden

in April 2018 and was appointed to the role of
Deputy Chairperson in May 2020.
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ANN BYRNE AM

Deputy Chairperson from May 2023

Ann brings to Linden a passion for its work

and experience as a director. Until 2013 she
worked in the finance sector particularly in

the management of superannuation funds as
well as advocacy around the need for effective
management of environmental, social and
governance investment risk to achieve long term
sustainable performance. Ann Byrne has board
experience with private companies, not for profit
organisations and international organisations.
This experience ranges from airports, forestry,
theatre companies, aid and development and
investment management. Ann is also a long-term
resident of the City of Port Phillip.

CATHERINE FRIDAY

Treasurer until May 2023

Catherine is the Managing Partner of EY Oceania’s
Government, Health and Lifesciences (GHS)
practice, and has been in professional services
(IBM, Andersen, EY) all her career. Her technical
specialisation is Risk Management, and she has
previously led the firm's Governance, Risk and
Compliance practice (Risk Transformation) across
Oceania, and continues to deliver risk services

to her own clients, in addition to managing the
wider GHS portfolio. Catherine is also a Trustee
and Finance, Audit and Risk Committee Chair

of Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust. She

has had previous board roles with the Risk
Management Institute of Australasia, Equestrian
Australia, and the ACT Mental Health Foundation.
She is married, and has one daughter who is at
university and was co opted to the Board in April
2021 and became Treasurer in May 2021.
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ARVIND VASAN

Treasurer from May 2023

Arvind Vasan is a General Manager of Group
Strategy & Development at the National Australia
Bank (NAB) with over 15 years of strategy
development and execution experience across
multiple sectors in Australia, Europe & the

Middle East. He holds a Master of Business
Administration from INSEAD, Bachelor of
Engineering & Bachelor of Science degrees from
the University of Melbourne and is a graduate

of the Australian Institute of Company Directors
(AICD). Arvind is also a Director of the Bayside
Council Arts Board and a past Director of Blindside
Gallery. Arvind is passionate about contemporary
art and the support of up-and-coming artists.
Arvind joined the Board in May 2020.

CR. TIM BAXTER
From May 2023

Cr Tim Baxter is a local member of COPP for

over fifteen years. With a strong commitment

to community welfare, Tim has actively worked
with dozens of community groups to enhance
the neighborhood's well-being. During his tenure
on Council advocated for Council to address

the Climate Emergency, bolstered Council's
Sustainability Strategy and spearheaded efforts
to enhance democracy and transparency. Tim's
support extended to his fellow Greens Councillors,
facilitating transformative changes in Council's
transport and waste strategies, among other
notable achievements. Tim's experience and
knowledge allows him to stand for strong action
on climate change. He believes we can be a world
leader of quality and clean living by reducing
emissions and sustainable use of energy.
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DAVID HAGGER
From May 2023

David Hagger is a Naarm/Melbourne based
curator, consultant and project manager.

For nearly two decades he has worked with
Australian and international artists to realise
projects for private and public galleries, art
fairs, festivals and institutional, government
and corporate stakeholders. David partners with
ambitious clients, delivering strategic planning,
specialist advice and project management
services that enable collaborative, culturally
driven creative outcomes. He has successfully
delivered significant public artworks, most
recently for the Museum of Contemporary Art,
City of Parramatta, Knox City Council, Mansfield
Shire Council and Pellicano’s Ballarat Railway
Station redevelopment. He has curated
exhibitions across public galleries including

the Art Gallery of Ballarat, Art Gallery of New
South Wales, Benalla Art Gallery, Gippsland Art
Gallery and Wyndham Art Gallery. David has
long ties with Linden, having curated numerous
exhibitions at the gallery since 2014. He joined
the Board of Linden in May 2023.

DR. MEENA THURAISINGHAM
From May 2023

Meena is Founder and principal at BoardQ,

an advisory practice specialising in top team
and board effectiveness. Prior to that she has
held several senior corporate and consulting
roles across multiple sectors and geographies.
Over her 30-year career she has been a lead
consultant on a number of high profile complex
organisational transformations for both for
profit and not for profit entities. She is a non-
executive director at The George Institute for
Global Health, a research institute specialising
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in non-communicable diseases. She is also a
non-Executive Director at Shared Value Project,

a think tank that promotes shared value as a
strategy to deliver social purpose profitably.

She is a graduate member of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors and the Australian
Psychological Society. Among her many

passions is collecting contemporary art and is
actively engaged in the performing arts scene in
Melbourne.

SCOTT THOMSON

Scott is a Partner at SenateSHJ, a leading
Australian communication and change
consultancy. His career has spanned four
continents, advising clients in the public, private
and not-for-profit sectors. His work is focused

on building trust, protecting reputations and
achieving specific reputational and operational
outcomes. Scott is also a crisis & risk management
practitioner who has worked on high-profile
situations involving cyber-crime, executive crimes
and misdemeanours, activist protests, regulatory
investigations, environmental emergencies and
health and safety incidents. He joined the Board

in February 2019.

ANDREA FRANK

Andrea is a partner at MinterEllison. Andrea has
an extensive corporate practice advising across a
range of legal issues, predominantly focussing on
mergers and acquisitions and capital transactions
in the real estate, hospitality and private wealth
sectors as well as acting for international clients
in relation to their Australian investments.
Andrea also manages a number of Minter Ellison’s
pro bono relationships. Andrea joined the Board
of Linden in April 2021.
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BIHENG ZHANG
Until May 2023

Biheng is a fundraising professional with
experience in the arts, health, medical research
and international development. Drawing on
experience in Australia and the UK, Biheng has
achieved notable results in securing government

and philanthropic grants, corporate partnerships,

major giving and community fundraising. She

is currently the Director of Philanthropy for
Pollinate Group, a social enterprise empowering
woman in the slums of India and rural Nepal and
has previously worked for the National Gallery
of Victoria, The Song Room, the Walter and Eliza
Hall Institute of Medical Research and Prostate
Cancer UK. Biheng joined the Board of Linden in
June 2016.

CR LOUISE CRAWFORD
Until May 2023

Louise Crawford was elected to Council in 2016
and again in 2020, representing Canal Ward. She
was Deputy Mayor in 2018-19 and Mayor from
November 2020 to November 2021. Louise's
priorities on Council include the recovery of our
local creative community and traders, working
on flood mitigation and waste transformation,
childcare, and climate change prevention and
adaptation. Louise previously served on the
board of Gasworks Arts Park and currently
serves on Council's Cultural Development
committee and the Fisherman's Bend Mayors
Forum. Outside of Council, Louise works as an
actor in film and television. She is passionate
about collaborative, creative approaches to
improving and protecting our beautiful city.
Louise joined the Linden Board as the City of Port
Phillip representative in December 2020.

STAFF

DR VINCENT ALESSI
Director

LIAM JAMES
Deputy Director

EMILIE JEFFREYS
Gallery Administrator and
Volunteer Officer

SHELLEY XUE
Communication & Design
Coordinator
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KEIR SEMENQV
Education & Public Programs
Coordinator

KARL HALLIDAY
Projects Space Coordinator

CAITLIN MASON
Curatorial Administrator

ISABEL SZABO
Gallery Assistant
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